L e v i a t h a n We wish to thank the plenary speakers for their wonderful talks; President Makino for his address; Søren Frank, Wyn Kelley, Kathryn Mudgett, James Noel, and Caitlin Smith Oyekole for their conference reports; and Hester Blum, Colin Dewey, Maryse Jayasuriya, Shoko Tsuji, and Brian Yothers for their photography.
The Knip reconsiders Melville' s conceptions of desire and community on the basis of a study of the diaries of Philip C. Van Buskirk, an American sailor whose writings extensively describe the sexual practices of working-class sailors in the 1850s. Through incisive readings of Typee, White-Jacket, Billy Budd, and "John Marr," Knip critiques accounts of Melville that rely on "anachronistically heterosexualized sailors" or present homoerotic desire as either repressed or expressed only privately. Knip argues that Melville' s portrayals of homosocial desire "as a binding paradisiacal glue" are rooted not only in his powerful imagination, but also and crucially in his inhabitation of seafaring communities in which social masturbation and sex between men were often accepted as matters of course that did not constitute sexual identity. Knip' s essay is an outstanding work of cultural history and a compelling contribution to our understanding of Melville' s social thought.
In addition, the Hennig Cohen Prize Committee has decided to award an Honorable Mention to Kelly Ross for "Babo' s Heterochronic Creativity" in Leviathan 18.1 (March 2016): 5-21. Congratulations to Matthew Knip and Kelly Ross! Shortly after the conference, the first webpage on Herman Melville in Denmark went live: Herman Melville: Vaerk, liv og forskning (<http://melville. dk/>). Søren Frank, whose conference report is included in this issue, writes: "I am aware that most of you may have some slight difficulties in reading Danish, but I nevertheless thought that you would all appreciate such good news concerning the global promotion of Melville' s works. Work on the webpage was initiated by me in 2015 when I taught a class on Melville, and back then all the students in my class contributed one way or the other to the webpage. Since then, three of the students and myself have continued to work on the site." The site was officially launched on August 18, 2017, with a reception at Comparative Literature, Southern Denmark University. Frank adds: "who knows, perhaps at some point some of us and/or others may get to establishing a Danish Melville Society (no promises, though)."
In another instance of Melville's global popularity, Gordon Poole, one of the co-directors of the 2011 Rome conference, gave a talk and reading of Melville's poetry as part of a five-year project entitled "MOBY DICK: avventure, divagazioni e altre strategie sul tema di Melville" ("Moby-Dick: adventures, digressions, and other strategies on the theme of Melville"). Organized by Giovanni Andrea Semerano and Luigi Francini, the event takes place over a five-year period, 2016-2021, in Tuscania, an hour's drive north of Rome, Italy. It includes research, exhibitions, retrospectives, meetings, concerts, film showings, and literary encounters, "more or less connected with or inspired by Herman Melville," as Semerano writes. He continues: "The event plays out in various periods of the year and brings together artists, scholars, teachers, cinema and theater directors and actors, translators, and musicians who are 'into' Melville or have been 'touched' by his work, in order to generate a broad base of participants in creative happenings." The next project of co-organizer Luigi Francini is an installment that will range over 18 hectares (roughly 45 acres) and include "Ahab's Cabin," "The White Whale," "The Metaphysical Cemetery," the "Pequod," and other structures "that will make," as Semerano notes, "the landscape even more unique and surreal."
In September 2017, New York Review Books published the first English translation of Jean Giono' s Pour Saluer Melville under the title Melville: A Novel. Part biography, part theory, and part creative writing, Giono' s work was first published in French in 1941. Ben Perelmuter, a publicist for the New York Review of Books, writes: "Melville began as Giono' s introduction to his French translation of 'Moby Dick'-still the most widely read French version of the book-but grew until it was the length of a short novel. In it, Giono imagines Melville' s time in England before he began writing Moby Dick. Giono' s Melville falls in love with an Irish nationalist and is challenged by his guardian angel to write a great novel. Giono spent years reading Moby Dick before translating it, and called the book his 'foreign companion.'" A review of the English translation is included in this issue of Leviathan.
Melville continues to resonate not only transatlantically, but also close to home-in this instance, his own home in the Berkshire Mountains. On October 3, 2017, a staged reading of "Poor Herman," a play by Elizabeth Doss, Herman Melville's great-great-great-granddaughter, was presented at Arrowhead, Melville's Pittsfield, Massachusetts, home. The Berkshire Eagle notes that "the book was a radical and visceral challenge when it came out, more than 150 years ago," then asks: "Can the story hold as radical an edge today? Maybe, if women tell it." All the roles are played by women. Doss "chose women to play all the roles partly in honor of her family-she is related to Melville almost entirely through a line of women." She explores Melville's relationship with his wife, his sister, his family, and Nathaniel Hawthorne.
In another note close to home, Warren Broderick, an archivist at the New York State Archives, recently identified the "Scotch artist" that Melville met on the Southampton in 1850 as the Hudson River School artist William Hart. Hart, like Melville, used the Troy Young Men' s Association library. Broderick also located-but has not yet had a chance to peruse-a never-before-seen volume of the Berkshire County Eagle covering part of 1852 and all of 1853. Broderick notes that it is not listed in WorldCat or any automated library catalog and has never been seen by Melville scholars, including Jay Leyda. He adds: "Given the significance of 1853 in Melville' s literary career, this may contain some important items."
To my wonderment and that of other Melville scholars, Melville' s popularity seems ever to increase. NPR Boston' s "Open Source with Christopher Lydon" will be airing a series of episodes on Melville and Moby-Dick that will incorporate interviews with Mary K. Bercaw Edwards, Timothy Marr, and other Melville scholars. PBS will also feature Moby-Dick in its forthcoming "The Great American Read" series, including the reading aloud of Melville' s work by the Williams College-Mystic Seaport Maritime Studies students in the fo'c' s'le of the 1841 whaleship Charles W. Morgan. The first song version of "Squeeze of the Hand" can be found at <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJE6viE7FIU>. Hauntingly beautiful, it was composed by Dave Malloy (at left in the video), who wrote the recent Natasha, Pierre, and the Great Comet of 1812 musical; he notes: "this is a song from Moby Dick, a mammoth musical that will happen someday soon." One of the comments in response to the video was posted by Anna Maria in September 2017: "I hate Dave Malloy for making me cry over a song about squeezing sperm." Edd McCracken' s piece, "A Simple Tale About Man Who Hates An Animal: Moby-Dick in Pop Culture," which appeared online in 2015 in BookRiot (<https://bookriot.com/2015/03/09/a-simple-tale-about-manwho-hates-an-animal-twelve-moments-moby-dick-in-pop-culture/>), includes links to many more pop-culture references. At the annual International Conference on Romanticism, held at University of Texas at El Paso October 26-28, 2017, Samuel Otter gave a keynote address on the topic of "Moby-Dick Meets Frankenstein." Brian Yothers, who was in attendance at the talk, described it as a "highly illuminating exploration of the transatlantic lines of influence from Mary Shelley to Melville, including new details about how Frankenstein helped to shape Moby-Dick and an insightful reading of how the frontispiece illustration in the 1831 edition of Frankenstein likely contributed to Melville' s artistic vision in Moby-Dick." With such riches, this is, indeed, a wondrous time to be a Melville scholar.
Congratulations to Zach Hutchins, who has been voted to the position of Communications Chair created by the newly-revised Melville Society By-Laws. Hutchins will be working with at least two members appointed by the Executive Secretary with the approval of the Executive Committee to coordinate and develop effective communications between the Executive Committee and membership, among the membership, and between the Society and the public. Hutchins will be coordinating with our Web Editor Robert Sandberg to publicize ongoing Melville-related news, events, and activities, especially those that will involve activities related to the upcoming bicentennial of Melville' s birth in 2019.
Sandberg writes that the Melville Society website (<http://melvillesociety .org>) now features a regularly updated Events Calendar that lists information about upcoming conferences, lectures, exhibitions, fellowship applications, courses, forthcoming publications, film showings, TV shows, readings, and the various Moby-Dick Marathons. Many of these events are first publicized on the "Melville Society" Facebook page (<www.facebook.com/groups/themelvillesociety>). He adds: "The number of postings appearing daily on the 'Melville Society' Facebook page has increased exponentially in the past year, mainly due to the efforts of Greg Lennes, who almost daily shares information about current newspaper and magazine articles, new fiction, forthcoming publications, art exhibits, media events, lectures, readings, and theatrical or music performances related to Melville' s life and writings. The new Melville Society Event Calendar posts all the upcoming events publicized on the 'Melville Society' Facebook page, so if you missed any of the announcements appearing on Facebook or forgot what they were, you can check the website Event Calendar where they are categorized by type of event." Many thanks to Sandberg and Lennes for all their work on the website and Facebook page! Finally, Colin Dewey, Executive Secretary of The Melville Society, requests that all subscribers make sure that their email and postal addresses are up-todate with Johns Hopkins University Press. The Melville Society no longer sends mailings by post but instead circulates ballots and other information via email. You can access your information by going to the JHUP website (<https:// www.press.jhu.edu/journals/leviathan-journal-melville-studies>) and clicking on "My Account." If you have questions, please contact Customer Service via telephone at 800-548-1784 or via email at <jrnlcirc@press.jhu.edu>.
Please enjoy the following special section of "Extracts" celebrating the London conference! -Mary K. Bercaw Edwards University of Connecticut
